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SUBJECT: VISIT TO ANKARA OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN 
FOREIGN POLICY 

1 . THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY GROUP 
WHICH VISITED ANKARA JUNE 22-23, WAS GIVEN EXTRAORDINARILY 
WARM RECEPTION BY GOT. MFA NOT ONLY ARRANGED BRIEF MEETING 
WITH NEWLY NAMED FONMIN OKCUN, IT ALSO GAVE LUNCHEON FOR 
NCAFP WHICH WAS ATTNEDED BY FONMIN, DEFENSE MINISTER ISIK, 
MINISTER OF STATE BULUTOGLU (ALL OF WHOM HAD BEEN IN OFFICE 
LESS THAN 24 HOURS) AND VIRTUALLY ALL SENIOR OFFICIALS FROM 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY INCLUDING SECGEN ELEKDAG AND FOUR 
DEPUTY SECGENS. 

2. EVENING OF JUNE 22, PRIMIN ECEVIT RECEIVED THE GROUP 

FOR A TEN-MINUTE COURTESY CALL WHICH LASTED FOR ONE HOUR. 

3. AS A RESULT.NCAFP GROUP LEFT ANKARA JUNE 23 NOT ONLY 
DELIGHTED WITH THEIR STAY IN ANKARA, BUT DEEPLY IMPRESSED 
BY PRIMIN ECEVIT, THE CABINET MINISTERS AND MFA OFFICIALS 
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THEY HAD MET. ECEVIT TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE MEETING WITH THE 
NCAFP GROUP TO SEND (AT THEIR REQUEST) A MESSAGE TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE. EMBASSY DOES NOT HAVE TEXT OF MESSAGE, 

BUT NCAFP WAS HOPEFUL THAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO PLACE IT 
WITH WIRE SERVICES SOME TIME JUNE 23. FROM WHAT EMBASSY 
HAS BEEN TOLD OF MEETING BY THE NCAFP, ECEVIT DID NOT SAY 
ANYTHING PARTICULARLY NEW OR STRIKING. HE DID, HOWEVER, 
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VERY CONVINCINGLY EXPLAIN HIS VISION OF A STRONGER, MORE 
INDEPENDENT TURKEY WHICH WILL BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN ITS 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WEST (BUT BE LESS BEHOLDEN TO THE WEST) 
WHILE PLAYING AN INCREASINGLY LARGE ROLE IN REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
AND IMPROVING ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH ITS NEIGHBORS. ECEVIT 
REASSURED GROUP THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THE DELICATE POWER 
BALANCE IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN AND THAT HE WOULD NOT 
DO ANYTHING TO UPSET THAT BALANCE. HE REAFFIRMED TURKEY'S 
COMMITMENT TO NATO WHILE WISTFULLY NOTING THAT IT WOULD BE 
EASIER TO MAINTAIN THAT COMMITMENT IF THE EUROPEAN MEMBERS OF 
NATO PLAYED A LARGER ROLE. HE ALSO SAID HE CONSIDERED HIS 
MOST IMPORTANT FOREIGN POLICY GOAL TO BE THE REESTABLISHMENT 
OF A MUTUALLY PRODUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE US. 

4. THE NCAFP VISIT GAVE TURKS OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXPRESS TURKEY S VIEWS TO A POTENTIALLY INFLUENTIAL GROUP 
OF PRIVATE AMERICAN CITIZENS. THEY USED THAT OPPORTUNITY 
TO ADVANTAGE. THE VISIT ALSO PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH AN 
OPPORTUNTIY TO MEET WITH THREE MEMBERS OF THE NEW CABINET. 
(DEFENSE MINISTER ISIK IS A FAMILIAR FIGURE AND NOTHING 
NEW OR UNUSUAL DEVELOPED DURING CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM.) 
FONMIN OKCUN IN HIS MEETING WITH THE GROUP AND IN HIS 
CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFFS WAS APPROPRIATELY CAUTIOUS GIVEN 
HIS BRIEF TIME IN OFFICE AND THE FACT THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
NOT GAINED A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. NEVERTHELESS, HE EXPRESSED 
HOPE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE TURKISH-US RELATIONSHIP. 
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BULUTOGLU, WHO LIKE THE FONMIN IS A NEWLY ELECTED DEPUTY, 

WAS UNTIL RECENTLY A PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS AT ISTANBUL 
UNIVERSITY. FROM 1972 TO 1974, HE WAS IN WASHINGTON WORING 
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL BANK OF RECONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT. AS A RESULT OF THIS BACKGROUND, HIS PRIMARY 
RESPONSIBLITY WITHIN THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL BE TO DEAL WITH 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING THE 
INTERNATIONAL MONDTARY FUND. BULUTOGLU IMPRESSED EMBOFFS 
AS AN ABLE AND PERSONALBE YOUND TECHNOCRAT WHO SHOULD BE 
A GREAT ASSET TO THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT. 

DILLON 
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